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Phoenician colonies were founded all along the shores of the
Mediterranean, in North Africa, Sicily, Sardinia, even in
Spain. But the greatest of these Phoenician colonies was
Carthage, on the coast of Africa opposite Sicily. Carthage
controlled the colonies in Sicily, and Sicily was not far from
Rome. It was over the possession of Sicily that the first Punic
(Phoenician) war broke out between Rome and Carthage,
in 264 B.C. (just when Ashoka had renounced war).

The Romans were not a seafaring race, and at first they
fared badly, for Carthage controlled the sea. But their
invention was equal to the emergency that now faced them.
Instead of merely copying the Punic warships, they built
ships which were fitted with a sort of drawbridge. This was
a hinged platform which could be lowered onto .the deck of
the enemy's ship when it came near, and made fast by
hooks and spikes driven into the wood of the enemy's ship.
The drawbridge having been lowered, the Roman soldiers,
who were tremendous fighters on land, rushed across it into
the enemy's ship, and captured it. This invention decided
the result of the war, and changed the course of history.
Europe, Asia Minor and North Africa were destined to be
ruled by the militaristic Aryans of Rome, not by the com-
mercial seafaring Phoenicians.

But the war was not yet ended. It broke out a second
and yet a third time. The second Punic war is noted for the
great deeds of the clever Carthaginian general, Hannibal,
who marched on Italy from the Punic colonies in Spain.
He performed the extraordinary feat of crossing the Alps
with an army that included elephants, and almost brought
disaster to Rome. The end came with the third Punic
war in 146 B.C. Carthage was besieged by the Romans
under Scipio the Younger, and after the people had been
half starved by being blockaded and cut off from all supplies,
the city was stormed. For six days the citizens held out,
and when at last the citadel surrendered, there remained
only 50,000 Carthaginians alive in a city which, at the
height of its prosperity had held 500,000 inhabitants.
The survivors were sold into slavery; the whole city was